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2011 Officers

President – Romer B. Orada
Vice President – Laurie Hoyt
Treasurer/Secretary – Veera Motashaw
Membership Chair – Ashley Smith
Advisors – Fred Rawlins, DO  and  William King, MBA


Current Members

Class of 2012 – 65
Class of 2013 – 70
Class of 2014 – 44

	Class of 2012: 


	
	

	

	
	

	
Class of 2013: 
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Class of 2014: 
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Introduction:

The Chi chapter had a successful year and is looking forward to a great year of both academic and community service. It is our goal to provide as much academic support to fellow VCOM students as service to the communities within and surrounding Southwest Virginia. In addition, with VCOM’s updated globally-minded mission statement, we are hoping for our members to become involved in international outreach as well.   We are proud that we were able to establish a service project and few activities that are SSP specific over the past year. 

Member Selection:

Our criteria for invitation are currently:
· Must have a 3.80 GPA or higher at VCOM at end of first year or second year
· Must have no current or pending academic deficiencies 
· Must be considered in good standing with VCOM (e.g., no current or pending behavioral infractions, no academic probation, etc.)
· Must be willing to provide advice or counsel to other medical students or potential medical students on the values and benefits of being an osteopathic physician

An invitation form is sent to all individuals who meet the above criteria. 

The invitation consists of questions covering: 
· Academic service
· Commitment to Osteopathic Medicine
· A clear service statement
· Indication to become a member of SSP. 
Requirements  to Maintain Membership:

· Maintain GPA – 3.65
· Students with a GPA below 3.65 after induction will go under probation and review 
· Complete Board Question of the Day Requirement
· Attend SSP events
· Students who do not meet the requirements for continued membership will be placed on probation and go under a review by the Sigma Sigma Phi faculty advisor and Dean’s Council
· Recommended Service Hours
· 2nd years – 20 hours/yr (10 hours/semester)
· 3rd and 4th years – 10 hours/year (5 hours/semester)

	


2011 Activities:

· Board Question of the Day
· VCOM Golden Apple Award
· Honor Cords for Graduating SSP Members

Board Question of the Day

· To expose ourselves and our classmates to board questions on an everyday basis, we post board-type questions and answers on the large TV screens outside of the classrooms.  
· As a requirement for membership in the organization, each member must write  board style questions with answers. These will be posted up on the big TV screens daily.  These questions can be from any study QBank.
· Current 4th years – Must write one original COMLEX 2 PE “tip” and four COMLEX 2-type Board Questions in the Fall

· Current 3rd years – Must submit four COMLEX 1-type Board Questions in the Fall and two COMLEX 2-type Board Questions in the Spring

· Current 2nd years – Must submit two COMLEX 1-type Board Questions in the Spring

VCOM Golden Apple Award

· The purpose of the “VCOM Golden Apple” is to recognize those faculty members who are dedicated to educating, mentoring, and inspiring the students of VCOM. The award is entirely based on students’ nominations and elections. Students are asked to consider the faculty member’s teaching skills/style, enthusiasm for teaching, professionalism, and approachability and availability for questions when making nominations and during the final voting process. 
· One biomedical and one clinical faculty member were selected as winners. Both professors were presented with a plaque as well as gift certificates to various restaurants/movies. 
· A larger plaque containing the names of this year’s winners, as well as space for future “VCOM Golden Apple” winners has been placed in the school display case.
· This will be a yearly event for SSP and was well received by students, faculty, and administration. 
· The nomination comments were distributed to each of the winners. 


Honor Cords for Graduating SSP Members

This was the second year that we were able to provide Honor Cords to our graduating SSP Members on graduation day. 






Respectfully submitted by the President of the Chi Chapter.


Sincerely, 



Romer B. Orada
Chi Chapter President, 2010 – 2011
rorada@vcom.vt.edu
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